














HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

2.3 Village Expansion

Gloucester County saw little
development in the first half of the
nineteenth century. However, the
steamboat arrived in 1854, and a regular
delivery system for goods and mail

was established.

In 1861, Gloucester Point was
refortified. On May 7, 1861 the
Gloucester Militia fired the first shots of
the war in Virginia as the small, armed
steamer 7#ue Blooded Yankee attempted
to enter the York River. Artillery
companies from Richmond provided

guns for the fort’s five bastions.

'The fortification was abandoned by

the Confederates and was in Union
control by May 1862. Gloucester’s
militia disbanded and many troops
joined the Army of Northern Virginia.
A “partisan” company of those too
young or old for the militia guarded
Gloucester, seeking to save farms and
interrupt enemy communication. Union
troops, however, still burned the village
store, mills and barns, and the

county jail.

Controversial author, preacher, lawyer,
and playwright, Thomas Dixon, Jr.,
who spent six years (1899-1905) in
Gloucester, published a novel based on
his life there. From a line in the novel,
Gloucester was dubbed “the land of the
life worth living.”

Looking west on Main Street, this later
view shows an addition has been made
to the side of the Tucker Store. This
postcard view also shows the

C. S. Smith Office.

This early photograph shows Main Street before the Bank of Gloucester and after the
arrival of telephone lines.

Dated 1908, this postcard shows the W. C. Tucker Store on Main Street.

8 GLoUCESTER COURTHOUSE VILLAGE PLAN
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The establishment of the Bank of Gloucester ushered in a new era in the development of
Gloucester and an increased scale for buildings on Main Street.

The Ferryboat York, pictured here, provided a vital connection until the construction of
the Coleman Bridge in 1952.

From 1800 to 1900, with a stable county
population of between 10,000 and
11,000, there was little growth beyond
the number of buildings recorded on
late-eighteenth-century plats. However,
the nineteenth century did see a huge
shift in plantation sizes, agricultural
production and the types of buildings
being used and constructed.

In the early years of the new century, and
due in part to the establishment of the
Bank of Gloucester in 1906, Gloucester’s
Main Street began to develop. During
the first quarter of the twentieth
century, agricultural fairs, jousting
tournaments, the establishment of a
Coca-Cola bottling works, ice delivery,
and electrification changed the quality
of life for Gloucester County residents.

Although the first daffodil business
was established in Gloucester County
in the 1890s, it was not until 1930 that
Gloucester was anointed the Daffodil
Capital of America. In 1938, the
Daffodil tour, to promote this industry,
joined the Garden Week in Virginia
tours established in 1920.

Daffodils in Gloucester date to the colonial
period, but the business of daffodil farming
dates to the late 1920s when a daffodil
blight struck Holland and wholesalers
looked to Gloucester for unaffected bulbs.
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2.4 Recent Changes

During the middle of the twentieth
century, Gloucester County continued to
celebrate its heritage with the Daffodil
Festival, Gloucester Days, and the
Guinea Jubilee. In 1952, the Coleman
Bridge connected Gloucester County to
Hampton Roads, and the county saw a
rapid rise in population. The growing
county added magisterial districts,
hired an administrator, and bought

the historic Botetourt Hotel to provide
additional office space.

By 1990, Gloucester County had
become one of the nations’ fastest
growing counties with a population
of 33,000. National chains began to
replace local businesses along Route
17, new residential developments were
built, and the Walter Reed Hospital
expanded. In Gloucester Village,
storefront and streetscape improvements
have recently been made, providing a
picturesque setting for boutique shops
and restaurants along Main Street.

The opening of the Coleman Bridge ended the historic use of ferries to connect York and
Gloucester counties across the York River.

Business Section
Gloucester, Virginia

This undated postcard view shows the business section of Gloucester. Note the awnings
and neon sign for Gray's Drugs.

Main Street was decorated with lighted trees at the holidays to provide a festive
atmosphere as shown in this mid-twentieth-century image.
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